
Pediatric Intensive Care Unit

Hennepin County Medical Center has been at the forefront of

pediatric trauma care since it was first verified as a Level I

Adult and Pediatric Trauma Center in 1989. Level “One” is the

highest certification a hospital can achieve, and there are only

a handful of Level I Pediatric Trauma Centers in the country.

They are proven to deliver significantly better outcomes for

injured children.

This level of advanced care is now supported by the region’s

newest, most advanced and family-friendly Pediatric Intensive

Care Unit (PICU). The wonderful new space is designed to

evoke a sense of confidence in HCMC as a Level I Trauma

Center for children, where staff members embrace parents and

families as partners in providing high quality and loving care to

patients in the PICU at Hennepin County Medical Center’s

Children’s Hospital.

Patient Room Features:

• The design evokes a “river” theme, incorporating soothing 

colors and natural light with spacious patient rooms and 

flowing designs of water and aquatic wildlife on the floors, 

walls and glass room enclosures.  

• The new unit occupies 5,500 square feet of prime space in 

the central area of the hospital campus, with wrap-around 

windows open to natural daylight.

• Nine large patient rooms, each with a brightly-tiled private 

bath, double fold-out couches and built-in storage features

allow space for family and friends to gather in comfort. 

• Many features of the patient rooms were requested and 

suggested by patients and families, including the customizable

colored lights and lighted display panels for photos that bring

a personalized warmth and sense of home to the child’s room.

• In-room monitors display real-time patient data, including 

laboratory data, allowing parents and caregivers to track their

child’s progress.

• Family members can gather in the PICU’s own kitchen and 

television lounge area to rest and relax.

• Conference areas for families and physicians allow for privacy

and space to discuss a child’s progress.
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Unit Features:

• Trauma physicians and staff are onsite 24 hours a day, 7 days

a week in the PICU and the specialized Pediatric Burn ICU. 

• The unit’s state-of-the-art technological infrastructure 

includes wireless Philips Intellivue multi-measurement 

modules that continuously collect and display patient data to 

a central computer station, no matter where our patients are 

in the hospital - in their rooms, or on their way to imaging or 

medical procedures.

• The security system in the new PICU offers family-friendly 

keypad access so parents/families can let themselves in and 

out, giving families more autonomy and freeing up nursing 

staff to provide care to critically ill pediatric patients. 

• A medication room is located on the unit so special doses 

and medications are close at hand 24/7.

• A Certified Child Life Specialist provides support for families 

and children through play and education to help them 

understand why they are hospitalized and to assist them 

with coping strategies while they are in the hospital and 

after discharge. 

• The Downtown Pediatric Clinic sees more than 27,000 

pediatric patients a year. Children can see the same

physicians in the clinic as in the trauma center, ensuring 

continuity of care from trauma treatment to follow-up after 

children go home from the hospital.

• Family Centered Care means that parents and caregivers are 

active members of their child’s care team and participate in 

interdisciplinary daily rounds and care conferences with 

team members.

• In cases where more than one family member is hospitalized, 

HCMC’s Adult and Pediatric Level I Trauma Center status 

enables both adults and children to be treated at the same 

hospital, on the same floor.  The adult Intensive Care Unit is 

only steps away. 
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